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NOTE BY DOUGLAS BUSK 

FEW months ago I had such an agreeable experience that I am 
emboldened to share it with others, not so much to evoke the past 
as to encourage the future ventures in very pleasant mountain 

country, though by modern standards it is not perhaps as strenuous as 
I thought it twenty-five years ago. 

What brought a breath of fresh air to me in Manhattan was the unex
pected arrival of an offprint1 from the Festschrift zur HundertJahrfe£er 
der Geograph£schen Gesellschaft £n W£en z8s6- zgs6, with a friendly 
dedication from the author, Hans Bobek. I welcomed another cen
tenary and felt that I was again struggling to unravel the complexities 
of the Persian mountains instead of the even greater intricacies of 
United Nations politics. 

Though the Survey of India had touched the edges of the area of 
interest to me in the Elburz, 2 I was, I think, the first to labour there 
with a plane-table. I was led to do this by the discovery that neigh
bouring sheets of the Indian Survey overlapped, i.e. places and peaks 
on the east edge of one sheet also figured on the west edge of the next 
sheet. 

I was remarkably unskilled and it was a relief when in I 934, Hans 
Bobek, then of the University of Berlin, turned up to do the job. I 
handed him my sketch map, and unburdened by alidade and clinometer, 
plane-table and compass, could set forth to enjoy the peaks I had at last 
found. Bobek returned in 1936 to complete his work and was lucky 
not to perish when an unexpected spate swept away his camp on a river 
bank below Demavend. For the next couple of years I hoped for the 
map, but then Hitler interfered. 

More than twenty years have passed since the survey work began and 
Hans Bobek gives in his article some idea of the difficulties he encount
ered in preserving his material during the vicissitudes and destruction 
of war. Those interested will find brief mention of these and a full 
description of his painstaking work cartographical, geological and 

1 Die Takht-e Sulaimangruppe im Mittleren Alburzgebirge, Nordiran. A copy 
has been placed in the A.C. Library. 

2 Those interested in the Elburz range in N. Persia can be referred to articles 
in the A.J. (45. 334; 47. 299 and 49· 245).. These will I hope illustrate how 
difficult it then was to find the sought-for mountain. Recently our member 
Bernard Pierre has made his contribution in A.J. 61. 63 (see also correction in 
A.J. 61. 391). And as to difficulties of nomenclature, v. A.J. 48. 400. 
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botanical in the article on the Takht-i-Suleiman group of the Central 
Elburz that so lightened for me a prosaic hotel suite. 

Above all here is the map at last, on a scale of 1 :Ioo,ooo in three 
colours, clearly and attractively printed. 

I hope it will inspire others to visit those little known uplands and 
still half -explored glaciers, and perhaps to extend the cartography west
wards and above all eastwards to areas where Bobek, though he is 
too polite to say so, might well still apply the phrase ' uncertain 'on his 
' reliability diagram '. 

We are indebted to Dr. Hans Bobek, to the Geographical Society of 
Vienna and to Freytag, Berndt & Artaria, Vienna, for permission to 
make this long-awaited and valuable map available to readers of the 
A.J. 
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